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RRIVING AT CATERPILLAR
Hill, like crossing the Deer
Isle-Sedgwick Bridge, is one of the
defining experiences of living on
Deer Isle. Driving southwest along
Route 15 through spruce and
mixed hardwood, the road starts to
climb and turn southerly. As the
woods thin on the right, glimpses
of a far horizon begin to appear,
hinting at something more. Sud-
denly an opening appears, and
briefly to the west is Penobscot
Bay shining in the sun, the blue
Camden Hills beyond. This image
is quickly obscured. First by road-
side trees, then an unfinished
house followed by two aging shin-
gled buildings. There is a two-story
house used as a seasonal gallery.
Beyond the buildings, the uninter-
rupted panorama bursts into full
view. Wow!

On a really clear day, it is hard
not to slow down or stop for a
minute. There is a lot to see. From
the pullover just past the gallery,
the horizon arcs from the tip of
Cape Rosier and the Camden Hills
in the west, to the Fox Islands, Isle
au Haut, and finally Jericho Bay
and Swan’s Island in the south. In-
evitably one looks for familiar
landmarks. It takes a minute to es-

The View from Caterpillar Hill

-

There are now three land trusts involved in
efforts to keep this grand panorama intact.

tablish that the western shore of
Walker Pond is not part of Penob-
scot Bay beyond. There are the is-
lands, Pond and Hog, off Cape
Rosier, and farther to the south in
the center of the Bay, Great
Spruce Head Island. Dunham
Point is visible behind Little Deer.
One’s gaze will drop to the blueber-
ry fields that spread across the hill
to a distant tree line. There is the
abandoned farmhouse, weathered,
solitary, and windowless, sugges-
tive of a Wyeth painting. In the
distance beyond the house are the
familiar twin towers of the bridge,
but one must look farther south to
see the Reach itself as its eastern
end stretches down to Jericho Bay,
Sunshine, and Stinson Neck. This
is a view to be savored and saved.
It may be a truism that we don'’t
miss something until it is gone, but
it is also a powerful reality. The
first hint that this grand panora-
ma might be changed dramatically
camé several years ago with the
construction of a miniature golf
course a short distance down the
road. It is not conspicuously part of

the view, but its appearance
shocked many to the realization
that familiar blueberry fields can
succumb to the pressures of devel-
opment. This fact prompted a
member to ask pointedly what the
Island Heritage Trust was doing to
protect the view.

That question started a series of
discussions between IHT and Blue
Hill Heritage Trust in whose area
of interest Caterpillar Hill belongs.
In addition to preservation of the
view, BHHT has long been inter-
ested in protecting the Walker
Pond watershed. Two land trusts
sharing a common objective and
working cooperatively surely in-
crease this project’s chance of suc-
cess. An understanding was
reached that the ownership of land
or any protective easements would
be held by the BHHT, and IHT
would ask its members and the
community to help with the neces-
sary funding. When the Maine
Coast Heritage Trust learned what
was happening, it volunteered its
supporting services for a project

Continued on page 8
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President’s Letter: With Each Success, More Challenges

HIS YEAR as both the towns of

Stonington and Deer Isle em-
bark on the Comprehensive Plan-
ning process, the question of devel-
opment is forefront in the minds of
many. What role can IHT play in
this long-term development of the
island? Where is the balance be-
tween protecting significant
wildlife habitat, recreation areas,
favorite vistas, and supporting a
healthy island economy? Will zon-
ing, that dread word, help keep
taxes in check and protect tradi-
tional lifestyles? IHT can certainly
play a very important role, but
then we must ask: to what level of

long-term stewardship responsi-
bility can we safely commit our fi-
nancial and human resources?

As the development pressure
continues, these are the sorts of
questions that all land trusts along
the coast of Maine are asking.
These pressures are varied. Fre-
quently, a stretch of undeveloped
land is put on the market, or a site
is proposed for near-shore aqua-
culture pens. It takes willing own-
ers, generous supporters, and cre-
ative actions by concerned people
to protect the rural beauty and
economy of Deer Isle. If you would
like to be a part of our solutions,

please stop by the office or call for
more details.

We are very excited about hir-
ing our new Administrative Direc-
tor, Lesley Lichko, who is provid-
ing much needed support for all
our efforts. To provide working
space in the office for Lesley, Roger
Hooke has volunteered many
hours over the winter to move a
partition and add needed shelves
for storage. Many thanks to Roger,
and again to Ian Walker for the
fine work he did last winter.

We hope to see you often this
summer! Ann Hooke

Stewardship Committee Reports Shore Acres Preserve to Open Mid-Summer

FTER THE LONG stormy

winter, the trails are in re-
markably good condition, and
everyone is eager to get out and ex-
plore this beautiful island. Given
that every year more and more
people are visiting natural areas
on the island, we must consider
the carrying capacity of these ar-
eas. How much traffic can the thin
mineral soils of the trails with-
stand? Most of the parking areas
are small to provide a better visi-
tor experience and to reduce visi-
tor impact. You can help protect
these areas by using “Leave No
Trace” ethics. For example, by
walking single file, you will see
more and reduce trail wear, There
are several preserves on the Island
that many people have yet to dis-
cover. Explore the possibilities!
Visit the IHT office in Deer Isle for
suggestions.

The development of Shore Acres
Preserve is moving along with
hopes that by sometime in the
summer both the parking area and
the trails will be ready for visitors.
The Preserve is located along the
Greenlaw District Road. The trail
winds down through the woods to
the shores of Greenlaw Cove and
then loops back a different way.
There are old gnarled birches and

moss-covered
stone  walls
along the way.
From the shore,
there are ex-
pansive views
across Green-
law Cove to-
ward Campbell
Island and
Mount Desert
Island in the
distance. The
glacial geology
along the shore
is fascinating.
The primary
function of the Stewardship Com-
mittee is to care for the lands we
own and to uphold our responsibil-
ities as holders of easements on
property owned by others. The
lands that we own are open to the
public and therefore have trails,
signs, and parking areas that need
to be managed to keep the areas
safe for humans and protected for
the wildlife. As many of our owned
properties are islands, we are al-
ways in need of people with boats
who are willing to serve as island
stewards. The responsibility of
easement stewards is very differ-
ent as easements are generally not
open to the public. Our responsi-

Low tide at Shore Acres, looking toward Campbell Island.

bility is simply to make an annual
visit to verify that the land is being
cared for as defined by the legal re-
quirements of the easement. Each
easement is unique.

Our popular Walks & Talks Pro-
gram will again provide opportuni-
ties to learn from local experts
about forests, birds, plants, butter-
flies, geology and more. The forest
programs may be of particular in-
terest as our even-aged island for-
est suffered extensive blow-down
damage during the winter. Look
for the enclosed schedule, and
make your reservations early as
many trips are limited to small
groups. Ann Hooke
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2001 Summer Nature Walks & Talks

Sponsored by Island Heritage Trust, Stonington Conservation Commission,
Deer Isle Conservation Commission, and Deer Isle Walking Trails Group

FOR INFORMATION, reservations, and changes due to weather:
Call 348-2455

Fri. May 11: Springtime Life in Bogs, Swamps, Marshes, and Vernal Pools. Meet at
Sunset Memorial Garden, opposite Sunset P.O., at 1:00 p.m. Led by Ken Crowell and Lesley
Lichko. Wear rubber boots. Reservations necessary. Limit 12. Rain date May 12.

Sat. May 19: Warbler Wave Walk. Meet at Sunset Memorial Garden, opposite Sunset P.O. at
7:30 a.m. Extra binoculars available. Led by Ken Crowell and Perry Hunter. Rain date May 21.

Mon. June 11: Bird Calls for Beginners. Led by Perry Hunter. Meet at Tennis Preserve (FR
523 off Sunshine Road) at 8:00 a.m. Rain date June 12.

Wed. June 13: Moths and Butterflies of Deer Isle. Led by Marnie Crowell. Meet at the
Mariners Park parking lot at 10:00 a.m. Rain date June 14.

Mon. Jun 25: Mudflat Wildlife. Meet at Little Deer Isle end of Causeway at 8:00 a.m. Wear
rubber boots and bring insect repellant. Reservations necessary. Limit 12. Rain date June 26.

Fri. June 29: Rejuvenating our Coastal Spruce-Fir Forests. Indoor session given by Max
McCormack, retired professor of forestry. To be held at Sunset Parish Hall, just south of P.O. in
Sunset at 7:00 p.m.

Sat. June 30: Spruce-Fir Forest Walk. Jointly led by Max McCormack, retired professor of
forestry, and Paul Miller of Small Woodland Owners Association of Maine (SWOAM). Meet at
Sunset Congregational Church parking lot at 9:00 a.m. Back by noon, or bring lunch and partic-
ipate in further observations and discussion. Rain date July 2.

Sat. July 7: Why Small Islands Have Mice, Not Moose. Led by Ken Crowell. Meet at Set-
tlement Quarry Parking area on Oceanville Road at 8:00 a.m. Rain date July 9.

Sat. July 14: Walking Trails Group Hike at Crockett Cove Woods. Meet at preserve en-
trance on Whitman Road (FR 88) in Stonington at 9:00 a.m. For info: 348-2559 or 367-2448. Rain
date July 15.

Wed. July 18: Island Heritage Trust Annual Meeting & Program
To be held at the Island Country Club at 7:00 p.m. All are welcome.

Sat. Aug. 4: Woodland Ferns of Deer Isle. Led by Sally Rooney. Location to be announced.
Plan to meet at 9:30 a.m. Reservations necessary. Limit 12. Rain date Aug 5.

Mon. Aug. 6: Polypod Island Celebration. Meet at Polypod Island for mid-day picnic and
exploring. High tide 1:15 p.m. Rain/fog date Aug 7.

Sun. Aug. 12: Introduction to the Geology of Deer Isle. Given by geologist Roger Hooke.
Meet at Sunset Parish Hall, just south of P.O. in Sunset, at 7:30 p.m.

Mon. Aug. 13: Bedrock Geology Field Trip Around Deer Isle. Led by geologist Roger
Hooke. Meet at Sunset Congregational Church at 9:00 a.m. Bring bag lunch and wear hat with
brim. Back by 1:00 p.m. Rain date Aug 14.




2001 Summer Nature Walks & Talks continued

Sat. Aug. 18: The Wide Variety of Natural Environments of Holt Mill Pond Preserve.
Led by Diane Walker. Meet at Island Medical Center at 9:30 a.m. Rain date Aug. 19.

Mon. Aug. 20: Glacial Geology Field Trip of Deer Isle. Led by geologist Roger Hooke.
Meet at Sunset Congregational Church at 9:00 a.m. Bring bag lunch and wear hat with brim.
Back by 1:00 p.m. Rain date Aug. 21.

Thu. Aug. 23: Care and Culture of your Small Woodlot. Led by Max McCormack, retired
professor of forestry, and Paul Miller of Small Woodland Owners Association of Maine
(SWOAM). Meet at Sunset Memorial Garden opposite Sunset P.O. at 9:00 a.m. Back by noon, or
bring lunch and participate in further observations and discussion. Rain date Aug. 24.

Sat. Aug. 25: Shore Acres Preserve Opening. Explore the new Preserve with a naturalist.
Meet at parking area Greenlaw District Rd. at 11:00 a.m. Bring picnic lunch. Rain date Aug. 27.

Sun. Aug 26: Morning Hike to Enjoy New Blue Hill Trail with the Walking Trails Group.
Plan to meet at 9:00 a.m. for carpooling. Reservations necessary: 348-2559 or 367-2448. Limit
12. Rain date Aug. 27.

Fri. Aug. 31: Miniature World of Mosses. Led by Marnie Crowell. Meet at Crocket Cove
Woods Preserve entrance on Whitman Road (FR 88) in Stonington at 9:00 a.m. Reservations
necessary. Limit 12.

Community Service Opportunities to Help Care for IHT Lands

Meet new friends. No prior skill necessary.

Fri. June 8: Trail Work at Shore Acres Preserve. Meet at Preserve parking area on Green-
law District Road at 9:00 a.m. Bring work gloves, chain saws, loppers, water. Rain date June 9.

Wed. July 25: Trail Work at Shore Acres Preserve. Meet at Preserve parking area on
Greenlaw District Road at 9:00 a.m. Bring work gloves, chain saws, loppers, water. Rain date
July 26.

Wed. Aug. 1: Shore Cleanup of Millet Island. 9:00 a.m. Bring rubber gloves and bag lunch.
Reservations necessary. Limit 12. Rain/fog date Aug. 2.

Fri. Aug. 10: Trail Maintenance at Tennis Preserve. Meet at Preserve (FR 523 off Sunshine
Road) at 9:30 a.m. All welcome. There are jobs for everyone. Wear work gloves. For information:
348-2559. Rain date Aug. 11.

Wed. Aug. 29: Shore Cleanup of Wreck Island Heritage Trust
Island. 9:00 a.m. Bring rubber gloves. Reser- Mission Statement
;c:::;so.necessaw. a2 A et The mission of the Island Heritage
Trust is to conserve significant open
Mon. Sept. 10: Settlement Quarry space, scenic areas, wildlife habi-
Cleanup and Trail Work. Meet at Settle- tats, natural resources, and historic

ment Quarry parking area on Oceanville
Road at 9:00 a.m. Wear work gloves. All wel-
come. Rain date Sept. 12.

and cultural features that offer pub-
lic benefit and are essential to the
character of the Deer Isle area.




The Board of Trustees, staff, and volunteers of the Island Heritage Trust

wish to thank you, our contributors. Your generosity has enabled us to
protect cherished land in the Deer Isle area that enriches our lives.

Donors 2000-2001

Mike & Ellie Allen

Elana Anderson

Kate and Sherwood Anderson

James and Marjorie Anderson

Ms. Martha Anderson

Mr. and Mrs. A. Armentrout

Dr. and Mrs. M. A. Asbhornsen

Mrs. Matthew S. Atkinson

Mr. and Mrs. William Atwell

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Bacon

Ms. Beverly Bain

Linda Stratton, Branch Manager

Nita and Chandler Barbour

Richard E. Barnes

Richard and Betty Bartlett

Marla and Kelsey Batchelder

Mr. and Mrs. Justin M. Baxter

Mrs. Allison T. Beasley

David and Judy Beebe

Henry and Janet Beerits

Stan and Ruth Bell

Ms. Elizabeth Benson

Dr. and Mrs. Stanley Bergen, Jr

Mr. Thomas N. Bethell

John and Evangeline Bicknell

Donna Billings

Robert & Evelyn Billings

Ms. Jacqueline C. Binnian

Lois Boenau

Edgar M. W. Boyd

Mr. and Mrs John Boyer

James and Elizabeth Boylan

Mark and Sue Bradford

Mrs. Mildred Brandt

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Braun

Mr. Roger Burkhart

John and Ellen Buzbee

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Cabot

Mr. and Mrs. Harlow Cameron

Sucha Cardoza

Suzanne Carmichael

Mrs. Robert Carter

Mr. and Mrs. F.R. Chapman, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Roger Conant

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Cooper

James & Karen Craig

Ken and Marnie Crowell

Tom and Sarah Crowell

Anne & Bigelow Cushman

Darwin and Jackie Davidson

J. Devereux and Susan
DeGozzaldi

G. Dobrich & P Fitzgerald

Ms. Nancy Dontzin

Mr. And Mrs. Dana Douglass

Jerry and Betty Downs

Mr. and Mrs. Warren Dwyer

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Eaton

Mr. Edward Emerson

Michael and Marilyn Eremita

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Estey

Stephen Ettlinger

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Faesy

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Farrow

Marion Fishman

Mr.& Mrs. H. Barrett Flanders

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffery Flause

Mr. and Mrs. William Fletcher

Mr. John H. Foote

Captain John Foss

Mr. and Mrs. William H.
Frederick Jr.

Ms. Darby French

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Frey

Mr. and Mrs. David Friedell

Ms. Barbara Friedman

Mr. Guy Gabrielson, Jr.

Mr. Mark Gabrielson

Ms. Nancy Gabrielson

Mr, Thomas A. Gaines

Mr. Jeff Gammelin, Freshwater
Stone and Brickwork

George E. Gans III

Mr. & Mrs. M. J. Garrett

Mr. Martin Gellert

Monique Gignoux

Ms. Brenda Gilchrist

Dr. and Mrs. Stephen P. Gill

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Glynn, Jr.

Phyllis and David Goddard

Mr.a nd Mrs. Daniel Goessling

I. Donald & Alice Gotschall

Mr. and Mrs. Vernon Gotwals

Mary Greene Design

William and JoAnne Greiwe

Charles and Elizabeth Grobe

Mr. and Mrs. Dan Hadley

Erick and Megan Hellstedt

Tom and Mary Halpin

M. Harris & P. Lambert

Robert and Ruth Harris

Richard and Candy Haskell

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hattemer

Mr. and Mrs. William A.
Haviland

Page and Gordon Hawk

William and Carol Hawthorne

David and Loni Hayman

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Hemenway

Karen & Jack Herman

Mr. Watts Hill, Jr.

Philip and Catherine Hineline

Mr. Frederick Hitz

Thomas V. Hodges

John and Janice Holmblad

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hooke

Roger and Ann Hooke

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Howe

Mary and Rich Howe

Perry Hunter

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hylan
Stan Ingram/Lori DeZarn

Mr. and Mrs. William Ingram
Mr. and Mrs. John Jaquette
Mr. and Mrs. Freeborn Jewett, Jr.
Sue and Don Joffray

Mr. & Mrs. Rexford Joffray

Dr. and Mrs. Irving Johnson
Douglas R. Jones

M. Kaiser & K. Stuart

Judith Keenan

Edmund and Mayotta Kendrick
Otto F. Kernberg, MD

S. Kestenbaum and S. Webster
Mr, Kenneth Kleeman

Paul and Adele Kluck

Carroll B. Knowlton

Robert and Dorothy Knowlton
Mr. Ira A. Kronish

Philine and Erwin Lachman
Macy Lasky

Mr. and Mrs Fred LaVancher
Mr. N. Richmond Leach

Susan Lees and Bernard Bulkin
Ms. Darlene Lefoff

Ms. Sarah S. Lewis

Janice Libby

Richard B. Lindloff

Ms. Susan Lodge

Mr. and Mrs. William Lonergan
Mr. Charles Lucus

Mr. Thomas Maier

Ms. Megan Marlatt

John and Frances Martin

John and Louise Marvin

David and Joan Maxwell

Mr. Robert McCloskey

Mr. and Mrs. Gordon McClure

Mr. & Mrs. M. L. McCormack, Jr.

Mrs. Katharine McCoy

Mr, Francis S. McGuire

Mary A. McGuire

Mr. and Mrs. Paul McGuire

Robert E. McManus

Mr. & Mrs. S. S. McMillan 111

Al and Nancy Merritt

J. H. and Dorothy Miller

George and Jane Miller

Ms. Judith R. Miller

Dee and Phil Miller

Russell Miller

Mr. George M. Milne

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur C. Milot

Mr. Lorenzo Mitchell

Stan Mongin and Meg Gray

Judith Moore

William Mor

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Morgan

Mary-Preston Morton/R. B.
Jones

Eric and Linda Murphy

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Myers
Thomas Myers
Ida & Chandler Newell
Paul and Sue Newlin
Audrey Norris
Ms. Mary Nyburg
Tom O’Callaghan
Mary A. Offutt
Mr. and Mrs. Van Ooms
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Osborn
Ms. Alice Page
Katharine Page and Alan Hein
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Paget
Arnold and Brenda Palley
Ms. Jane Palmer
Mr. Seymour Papert
Chantal A, Paradiso
Joanne & Dom Parisi
Mr. and Mrs. H. B. Perry
Carole Pesner
Fran and John Peterson
Frank and Clara Pickering
Rev. and Mrs. Stewart Pierson
Jan and Geoff Place
Mr. and Mrs James Plotts
Dr. Charlotte Podolsky
Mrs. John F. Porter
Mr. and Mrs. William G. Pringle
John and Jane Pugh
Maryann Quinan
Dr, Daniel B. and Elizabeth
Reardon
Mr. & Mrs. William S. Reardon
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Redelheim
Don and Ginger Reiman
Christine and N. Dickon
Reppucci
Mr. and Mrs. Hal Reynolds
Dr. and Mrs. Daniel Rissi
Mr. David Ritchie III
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Rittenhouse
Gordon and Judy Rittmeyer
Mr. Robin Robinson
Janet G. Rosati
Ms. Sally Rooney
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel .J.
Rosenfeld
Andrew Rosenthal
Mr. Robert A. Roth
Mrs. Robert Sawyer
Barbara C. Schwartz
Dr. Marcia Scott
Barbara and Ralph Seeley
George and Jean Seiler
Nancy and Herb Seltz
Professor William V. Shaw
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Sheard
Chet & Emily Simmons
Sue and Gardner Smith
Hilary J. Smith
Continued on next page




Donors 2000-2001 continued

Mr. Keith Snow

Paul and Joan Sorensen

Irwin and Sonia Spalding

Michael and Judith Spock

Ron and Lael Stegall

Roger and Harriet Steinharter

R. L. Strouse / F. L. Cresson

Dr. and Mrs. Charles
Summerall

Paul and Christine Szal

Mrs. Timothy R. Talbot, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Tedford

Mr, & Mrs. Lowell Thomas, Jr.

Mr. Reed A Thompson

Louise and Richard Towns

Mary Ann & Patrick Tynan

George and Constance Updike

Thomas and Deanne Urmy

Ms. Judith A. Vanderkay

Arie Van Everdingen

Many thanks to the following donors who con-
tributed toward the purchase of Polypod Island:

J. Becton and K. Keane
Henry and Janet Beerits
Mr. and Mrs. Nikolaos

Chatzopoulos
E. Compton and H. Peterson
Mr. and Mrs. John Dennis
Ms. Lois Fink
Mr. Guy Gabrielson, Jr.
Mr. Mark Gabrielson
Ms. Nancy Gabrielson
Ms. Marguerite Gerstell
Mr. and Mrs. Vernon Gotwals
Vance Gray,

Downeast Properties
Ms. Martha Green
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Groves
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Gue
Mr. Frederick Hitz
Roger and Ann Hooke
Ms. Sylvia Hubacher
Mr. and Mrs. William Ingram
Mike Kaiser and Karen Dowell
Mr, and Mrs. Bill Lenoci
Mr. and Mrs. William Lonergan
Mr. Charles Lucus
Kenneth and Cherie Mason
Mr. Tom Mehalic

Mr. and Mrs. Phillips B. Vansant
Diane and Ian Walker

Mr. Andrew Walkling

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Walkling
Elsa & Julian Waller

Vish and Nancy Watkins

Ms. Jeannette Weber

Ms. Joan Weber

Mr. and Mrs Frank Weil
Bernard and Joan Weinstein
Patrick and Persis Weirs

Ms. Jean A. Welch

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffery Welch
Caroline Werth

Elizabeth and Richard Westin
Howard and Sandra Weston
Mr.and Mrs. Gerald Wheeler
N.H. Witte

Tom Yoder

George and Elizabeth Zentz

Dee and Phil Miller

Mr. and Mrs. James Owen
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Paget
Ms. Jane Palmer

Linda Pardo

Mr. and Mrs. H. B. Perry

Jan and Geoff Place

Mr. and Mrs. James Plotts
Dr. Charlotte Podolsky
Walter T. Reed

Arthur and Barbara Reeve
Don and Ginger Reiman
Gordon and Judy Rittmeyer
Mr. Robin Robinson

Mr. and Mrs. Craig Shrader
Mr. and Mrs. Seymour Slive
Sue and Gardner Smith
Phyllis K. Steiner

Roger and Harriet Steinharter
Maida Tilchen

Mr. and Mrs. Carol Wainright
Diane and Ian Walker

Mr. Andrew Walkling

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Walkling
Mr. and Mrs. James White
Mrs. Elsa Zelley

Volunteers are essential to the success of
IHT. If you believe that land protection is im-
portant, please consider becoming a volun-
teer. We have interesting possibilities in all
kinds of ways! We need volunteers to:

¢ help in the office greeting visitors

e serve as easement stewards to complete
annual visits

® serve as Island stewards making regular
visits through the summer

® help with trail maintenance

e assist with the Walks & Talks program

¢ help at social events

e assist with public relations and
fund-raising

There is a special need for parking area mon-
itors for Barred Island Preserve on selected
summer days.

To volunteer, you can phone 348-2455, email:
aphooke@acadia.net or IHTtwo@ prexar.com,
or write the IHT office, P.O. Box 42, Deer Isle
ME 04627. THANK YOU!!

(207-348-2455).

Leave a Legacy for Generations to Enjoy
One significant way to preserve the Island and
its natural beauty for your children, grandchil-
dren, and others is to leave a bequest to the Is-
land Heritage Trust in support of its mission of
environmental and scenic protection for Deer
Isle and Stonington. For more information
about how to leave a bequest, ask for our
brochure on bequests by writing or phoning our
office: IHT, P.O. Box 42, Deer Isle, ME 04627

Concern Quer Impact of Proposed

Salmon, Trout, and Halibut Fish Farms

It is hard to imagine the change that fish farms
would bring to the waters between Little Deer Isle
and Pickering Island. Two 15-acre areas of fish pens
have been proposed off Pickering and Scott Islands
just south of Little Deer Isle. Fish farms necessitate
24-hour generators, lights, and floats. Would this
bring a boost to the local economy or would it con-
flict with the existing uses of the area by the local
fishing community, summer visitors and residents
along adjacent shores, and the native bird and ma-
rine life?

This quickly developing situation will be very
much in the news this summer leading up to a pub-
lic hearing to be scheduled late in the summer. If
you are interested in staying abreast of the situa-
tion, stop by the office and we will provide you with
current contact information.




Land Committee Reports New Easement on St. Helena Island

HT CONCLUDED two impor-

tant conservation easements in
the closing months of last year.
One easement protects St. Helena
Island, a 39-acre island in Stoning-
ton’s archipelago while the other
protects 7 acres of the bold wester-
ly shore of Little Deer Isle.

Over the years we have had a
series of discussions with the own-
ers of St. Helena Island about their
vision for its long-term future. To-
day, seen from offshore, it is large-
ly spruce-covered with some open
meadow and a single small cot-
tage. To be invited ashore and giv-
en a tour is to see compelling evi-
dence of the island’s extensive
industrial history. Years ago St.
Helena was the site of a very active
quarry with steam powered der-
ricks, drilling equipment, and a
resident work force. Its granite
was shipped by schooner to loca-
tions along the eastern seaboard.

Planning for the future of a fam-
ily-owned island while its family
members are living on several con-

tinents takes time, but persistence
pays off. The decision was to pro-
tect it and its history as it is. Some
modest changes to the cottage and
minor outbuildings may be made,
but to the larger community, St.
Helena will continue to appear as
it does today.

In contrast, developing the ease-
ment that protects the Little Deer
Isle property was simple. The own-
ers had made up their minds to
protect the natural habitat and
scenic beauty of their property by
prohibiting any development.
They sought IHT’s help to imple-
ment their plan. The entire
process took about two months.
The lesson learned once again is
that the land protection process
varies widely because of the own-
ers’ wishes and the character of
their land.

Some Current Projects

In addition to our interest in
protecting Caterpillar Hill de-
scribed elsewhere in this newslet-

[HT Hires Administrative Director

VER THE WINTER the board

of directors of the Island Her-
itage Trust came to the conclusion
that the mission of the trust could
best be carried out with the help of
a paid administrator. On March 7,
Lesley Lichko became IHT’s new
Administrative Director.

This is a 20-hour per week posi-
tion with many responsibilities, in-
cluding day to day management of
the office, supervision of volun-
teers, coordination of committee
objectives, financial development,
and public relations.

Lesley was born in Pennsylva-
nia, spent part of her school years
in New Jersey, and now resides in
the Bangor area. She moved to
Maine in 1996 to become Director
of Operations for the Bangor Hu-
mane Society. She has many years
of experience in the area of animal
welfare.

She is the mother of a 9-month-
old daughter, Stephanie. She has a
degree in animal science from the
University of Delaware, and will
receive a master’s degree this year
from the University of Maine in
ecology and environmental sci-
ence. She has spent the last 3
years working on a graduate level
research project on Sears Island,
studying the success of amphibian
reproduction in created vernal
pools.

When asked what excites her
most about working with THT, Les-
ley expressed her deep belief in the
mission of land conservation and
remarked on how refreshing it is to
work with a board and volunteers
possessing talent, knowledge, com-
mitment, and enthusiasm. Lesley
is interested in drawing a wide va-
riety of folks into the work of land
conservation. She will be in the of-

ter, the Land Committee is work-
ing on several other projects. The
Committee is considering various
options for protecting the beach at
the Causeway. This process has
been complicated by the natural
changes along a beach that happen
over time, and by various land
transfers that occurred when the
State built a straighter paved road
to replace the earlier curving grav-
el road belonging to the town of
Deer Isle.

Spurred by a question from a lo-
cal landowner about protecting her
property, a working farm for gen-
erations, we have been learning
about farmland easements. The
goal of this form of easement is to
preserve the farming capabilities
of the protected land for future
owners. There are a growing num-
ber of farmland easements in the
Blue Hill area. This potential ease-
ment would be our first farmland
easement on Deer Isle. Stan Myers

From L to R: Pat, Annie, and Lesley

fice every Thursday and Friday,
and half a day on either Wednes-
days or Saturdays. Stop in and in-
troduce yourself. Don’t forget to
bring a treat for her canine com-
panion, Annie!

Dana Douglass

PHOTO BY ANN HOOKE
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Deer Isle Rabies Alert!
Some Precautions to Take

We often think that only pet owners need
worry about rabies, but in an area like Deer Isle
where many of us plan to enjoy the woods, a few
words about the rabies situation are required as
several rabid wild and domestic animals have
been reported. If you are bitten or scratched by
a wild or domestic animal, immediately wash
the wound with soap and water for at least 10
minutes. Immediately call your doctor or the Is-
land Medical Center; and call the Animal Con-
trol Officer so that he can capture the animal
for rabies testing.

To help prevent the spread of rabies, please
vaccinate all pets; avoid contact with all wild
animals or domestic animals that are behaving
oddly; do not attract wild animals with food or
uncovered garbage cans; do not allow pets to
roam at will; do not encourage children to let
pets lick (“kiss”) their faces; remember to keep a
safe distance from any wild or domestic animal
you or your children don’t know well. On Deer
Isle, you may call the Animal Control Officer,
the Island Medical Center, the Veterinary Clin-

ic, or the State Police for further advice or as-

sistance.

Ca 1 erp Z'llm' H Z'll Continued from page 1

seen as having statewide significance. Now three land
trusts are involved.

Land protection does not take place without a will-
ing landowner, and protection of the view from Cater-
pillar Hill involved discussions with many landown-
ers. Each had different interests, expectations, and
timetables. However, the patient efforts of the past
three years are finally bearing fruit. Agreement has
been reached for BHHT to purchase the 146-acre par-
cel of blueberry fields known as the Cooper farm. This
property is the largest and in a sense the keystone for
the entire project. During the past winter, BHHT was
also able to purchase a smaller 9-acre lot on the uphill
side of Route 15 from the Brown family. Efforts will
continue to add adjacent properties and broaden the
area of protection, but this most significant first step
has been taken, and that is the really good news.

There will be many beneficiaries of all this effort,
but there can be little doubt that it has special signif-
icance for island residents and visitors. Looking out
from Caterpillar Hill to the familiar view of Deer Isle
has always signaled “ ...almost there.” IHT Trustees
will be meeting shortly to determine the best way to
organize our financial support for this important pro-
ject. As these plans develop, we'll let you know how
you can help. Stan Myers

Annual Meeting
Wednesday, July 18, 2001 at 7:00 pm

Island Country Club
Save the date!
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